Chapter X
THE ORIGIN OF BULLS
Two associated minor problems of something
mote than passing interest patiently await their
solution. For generations past, the curious-
minded in the English-speaking world have been
exercising their intelligence with the hope of
determining how it chanced that a contradiction
in tetms came to be called a bull; and, correla-
tively, the over-sensitive* if maligned, Irish have
been fruitlessly pondering the question why
they, of all people, should* by popular English
acclaim, have been accorded a monopoly of bull-
making, seeing that blundering of the sort has
never been a marked characteristic of their race,
Of this second riddle no one has attempted a
reading, but there have been some fearful and
wonderful solutions of the first* Smilingly, one
recalls how, after sundry others had had a shy
at this popular Aunt Sally without achieving the
cocoa-nut, John Payne Collier, that Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hyde of Victorian scholarship, settled the
point thoroughly to his own satisfaction, When